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   RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Assembly held on Monday 16th March 2026   7.00 pm in St Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford  
Present: Cllrs. Bradshaw, Gordon (Chairperson), Newsham, Pickavance, Pryke, Rear, Smith
Borough Cllr Eddie Pope  LCC Cllr Rick Edwards
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 
There were thirty nine members of the public.
1829/22  To receive apologies.        
Borough Cllr. Paul Hesketh

1830/26   Annual report from Chairperson of the Parish Council
Cllr Gordon read out what the parish council had done over the last twelve months.(see attached Chairperson’s Report)
1831/26  Reports from county and borough councillors

NONE

1832/26 Reports by representatives of local organisations

Sarah Cookson – Head teacher Rufford CE Primary School

i) Strengthening community links

ii) First time laid Remembrance wreath at church

iii) Choir sang at Christmas Tree lights switch-on

iv) Launched weekly baby/toddler group at school

v) Easter performance by the children for the community

vi) Interactive gardening

Lawrence Critchley – Village Society

i) Three active members

ii) Lack of volunteers

iii) Christmas lights

iv) Rufford station – gardening

v) Volunteer litter picking collected 93 bags of litter in 2025.

Father Mark Soady – St Mary’s Church Rufford
i) Church open daily

ii) Accessible toilet now inside the church

iii) Refreshment pod built in church

iv) Bid placed for £150,000.00 Heritage Lottery for the church roof.

v) Music heard is good for dementia
vi) 100th anniversary of the Diocese of Blackburn – events to be published.

Karen Ashcroft – Chairperson Rufford Village Hall

i) Activities going well

ii) Book club

iii) Free lending library 

Jill Cubbin – Holmeswood Village Hall

i) Community events

ii) Fund raising

iii) Community Coffee Day – following Sunday

iv) Faye Caunce – doing a walk and raising money for Alzheimer’s Society
v) Fun Day in August 2026

vi) Bowling groups.

1833/26   Public forum
Residents of Holmeswood raised concerns over the Parish Council involvement with Holmeswood Methodist Church. Cllr Gordon (Chairperson) said he had sent all information to Standards and Monitoring Officer WLBC and could not now be discussed.
The public asked about risk assessments on Holmeswood MUGA

An update on Holmeswood Village Hall noticeboard was requested due to the collapse of the original one.

THIS ASSEMBLY WAS AN INFORMAL MEETING

1834/26  The Chairperson closed the meeting at 8.00 pm

_________________________

Chairperson’s signature and date

